
Stitching together the 
story of Slavery: Triumph 
& Tragedy 

Slavery in the Americas 
is too complex to 
summarize with a lecture.

Take 15-20 minutes to 
explore and share our 
answers

Project overview:

Choose a topic that interests you.
(Our goal is to balance the tragic 
reality of slavery’s brutality with the 
amazing resilience of the individuals 
who built community and culture.

View the source or read the article.

Add your evidence to slide 3. Find the 
box that is your cell hotel number.
(In 10 words or less, what did you 
learn?

Then, connect to A More Perfect Union 
on slide 4. How does what you learned 
fit with “all men are created equal” 
and “life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness?”
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Choice Board: Choose 1 to explore and report back to the class. Take some notes in your notebooks & summarize in 
your box on the next page.

Daily Life for the 
enslaved  (Tragedy)

Daily Life for the 
enslaved (Victory)

Resistance
Underground Railroad 

Resistance
Slave Rebellions

Resistance - Abolitionists

Slave Labor reading Culture reading Overview of Resistance Reading Overview of Abolition or 
Very Basic Overview 

Video

Investigate the Mt. 
Vernon Website

Family Life article Joshua Glover Video Stono Slave Rebellion 
Video

Abolitionist Documentary 
Video - How abolitionists 
got started

Website on Family 
Separation  or 
Video on Family Separation 

Folklore & Music

Bomba - Dance video

Escape to Mexico article German Coast Slave 
Rebellion Video

Abolitionist Nat Turner 
Article

Whitney Plantation 
Video- 
History Channel - slavery 
system

Palenque video
A free African 
community in Colombia

Underground Railroad in 
Indiana article

Article about Slave 
Rebellions

Overview of abolitionist 
movement  video

Summary: Daily life was a 
tragedy for an enslaved 
person because..

Individuals could find 
community and culture in 
slavery through..

How was the Underground 
Railroad a triumphant 
resistance?

Explain how slavery 
rebellions were a tragedy 
and/or triumph

How did abolitionists 
triumph over slavery?

https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3041
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3043
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3045#:~:text=%22Day%2Dto%2Dday%20resistance,was%20another%20form%20of%20resistance.
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3047
https://youtu.be/qd77FjbxKPo
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/daily-life/
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/daily-life/
https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtid=2&psid=3042
https://youtu.be/xo0Ypkmn3SM
https://youtu.be/z9v1oaVcUEU
https://youtu.be/z9v1oaVcUEU
https://youtu.be/TcYivpmTYBM
https://www.history.com/news/african-american-slavery-marriage-family-separation
https://www.history.com/news/african-american-slavery-marriage-family-separation
https://youtu.be/1LwJtnVfNkA
http://slaveryandremembrance.org/articles/article/?id=A0057
https://youtu.be/z0vzkGKEWX4
https://www.history.com/articles/underground-railroad-mexico-escaped-slaves
https://youtu.be/m8Ar1PpnQCk
https://youtu.be/m8Ar1PpnQCk
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2677/ten-great-slave-revolts-in-colonial-america-and-th/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2677/ten-great-slave-revolts-in-colonial-america-and-th/
https://youtu.be/kFoDiU2ExQw
https://youtu.be/zZkDYr7qsCw
https://youtu.be/zZkDYr7qsCw
https://youtu.be/EcBFKVZyBQ0
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/underground-railroad-indiana/
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/underground-railroad-indiana/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2677/ten-great-slave-revolts-in-colonial-america-and-th/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/2677/ten-great-slave-revolts-in-colonial-america-and-th/
https://youtu.be/Vm_4kPlaIj4
https://youtu.be/Vm_4kPlaIj4


Find your cell hotel number. In less than 10 words 
what was your source about?
1 2. Different kinds of 

labor the slaves 
had to do, harsh 
penalties.

3 4 5.  First slave revolt 
was in 1521

6 Slaves fought 
hard for their 
freedom

7 8 9
the largest slave 
uprising in the 
British colonies

10

11 12
Relgion and 
cultural traditions 
helped guide them 
through the misery 
of slavery 

13 
Cultural traditions 
helped the slaves 
survive life in 
slavery.

14 15
How slavery 
supported 
America’s 
economy.

16

Slavery expanded 
rapidly due to 
cotton gin and 
rising demand

17 18 19 20 

The resilience of 
slave family bonds 
despite forced 
separations

21 22.
Slave Familys were 
easly split up by 
slave owners

23. 24 25 



Find your cell hotel number. How did your source connect to “all men are created 
equal” and “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?”  Be concise with your 
answer, aim for 10 words or less

1 They were 
promised to be 
freed but were not 
freed.

2. What happened 
was the complete 
opposite- slaves 
were NOT treated 
equal. 

3 Slaves were not 
looked at as equal. 
They were forced 
to work with no 
happiness. 

4 Slaves weren't 
treated equally and 
were forced to 
work harder.

5. Slaves were 
seen as less than 
because of there 
skin tone

6  Slaves did not 
accept their fate 
and fought even 
harder 

7 8 
The source 
showed the 
complete opposite 
of those phrases 

9
The Stono 
Rebellion 
demonstrated 
enslaved people's 
fight for freedom

10

11 slaves were 
mistreated and 
werre not treated 
fairly 

12 The slaves were 
not happy but in 
harsh and 
miserable 
conditions 

13 The slaves were 
not equal and didn't 
have freedom.

14
Not all slaves were 
treated the same 
and some worked 
harder than others.

15
The US ignored 
equality by allowing 
slaves and slavery.

16 
-it showed slavery 
denied 
equality,freedom, 
and basic human 
rights

17 18
because lots of 
slaves were 
women.

19 slaves were 
treated differently. 

20 Slavery denied 
equality freedom, 
and happiness to 
enslaved families.

21 22 slave familys 
werent treated 
equally sepretated 
familys lost 
happiness.

23 24 25 U.S had given 
up on this dream 
and pursued 
slavery


