
World War Scrapbook
Analyze a historical Point of View to understand how context, experiences, 
obstacles and opportunities can affect how individuals understand history 

and make decisions.

You will have time each day in class to add to the journal. It is a formative 
assignment 

All identities are linked here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aQu3qSptWfREi_UKtdBnH1O7Ut0muIjwD3rIt4SimkQ/edit?usp=sharing


Name
Use the details from your 

character profile to 
describe your person here.
Where they are from, etc.

Who are you in 1939?

Replace this 
photo with a 

picture of your 
character



During World War II, many Americans became much 
more aware of geography as they followed battles 
unfolding throughout Africa, Europe, and the Pacific. 
Put your character on a US map and add a map of any 
other countries to which your character feels 
connected.

Geography



Whoa!



It is November 1939. Britain and France are at war 
with Nazi Germany. Based on your character’s 
identity, do you support the 'Cash and Carry' policy 
(selling weapons to Britain if they pay cash and carry 
them on their own ships), or do you believe even 
selling weapons is a 'slippery slope' into the 
trenches?"

Write a journal entry that considers your character’s 
political values, locations and other factors that 
influence their opinion.

November 1939

11/11/1939



Congress is debating the Lend-Lease Act (sending ships 
and planes to Britain for free). Consider your character’s 
political values and ties to other countries. Then choose 
one of the positions below to write about in a journal 
entry.

● The Heartland must argue why this is a 
"warmongering" move.

● The Northeast must argue why this is the only 
way to keep the war away from U.S. shores.

● The West Coast must argue whether this leaves 
the Pacific fleet too weak.

● The South must argue if the money should be 
spent on domestic jobs instead.

March 1941

3/12/41



Loyalty & Logic. Answer the question 
here and on the next slides based on your 
identity.

The Pivot: Did your character’s stance on 
isolation change instantly, or did they 
remain skeptical?

EXTRA: THE WASHINGTON GAZETTE

LATEST NEWS | DECEMBER 7, 1941

PEARL HARBOR ATTACKED!

JAPANESE WARPLANES STRIKE HAWAIIAN BASES; HEAVY 
CASUALTIES REPORTED AT NAVAL YARD; U.S. PACIFIC FLEET 
CRIPPLED IN SURPRISE RAID.

HONOLULU — In a "date which will live in infamy," Japanese 
carrier-based aircraft launched a massive surprise attack on the U.S. 
Naval Base at Pearl Harbor. Reports indicate the USS Arizona has 
been destroyed. The attack has unified a fractured Congress, with a 
formal Declaration of War expected tomorrow.

WAR for US!



The New Enemy: Does your character 
blame the Japanese, the Germans, or the 
U.S. government for failing to see this 
coming?‘41

Shocked

Add an image here that 
connects



The Sacrifice: What is the first thing your 
character has to give up for the war effort? 
(e.g., a son to the draft, a business to 
rationing, or their personal safety).‘42

Sacrifice

Add an image here that 
connects



The New Enemy? How does your 
character react to the incarceration of 
Japanese Americans?

‘42
This is America

Add an image here that 
connects



‘43
Your role

How did your character 
support the war?

These are the 

objectives



Use it up, ration and sacrifice: While 
most Americans are following ration orders 
and using less sugar, gas, shoes, etc., 
young people rebel by wearing Zoot Suits 
with EXTRA fabric. How does your 
character respond to the Zoot Suit Riots in 
June 1943?

‘43
This is America



June 1944
D-Day

How does your 
character respond to 
the D-Day invasion?



Dropping the bomb: In August 1945 the 
United States bombed Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Based on your character’s 
profile and experience in the war. How 
would they react?‘45

Relief? Horror?

Add an image here that 
connects



explain
Change 2

explain

Change 3
explain

Change 1

Transformation. 
Identify 3 ways life has changed for your 

character in December 1945.


