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Date

You are a character living in the 18th Century. In this era, you cannot check a forecast on
your phone. A shift in the wind can make you rich. A freeze can starve your village.Your
Mission: Click on your character's location below to discover the weather conditions for
your journal entry B in the Sugar Trade Journal

NoRrTH AMERICAN COLONIES
THE CARIBBEAN + ISLANDS

AFRICA, A51A (CHINA AND OTTOMAN




Writing
Resources

STUCK? ROLL FOR A COMPLICATION
If you can't think of what to write, pick
one of these to add drama:

1. lliness: The weather has made
your character sick (cough,
fever, or heatstroke).

2. Loss: The weather destroyed
one item you love (a book, a
dress, a tool).

3.  Conflict: The weather has
trapped you in a room with
someone you hate.

Back to the directions

Sensory Word Bank:

e  Sight: Hazy, blinding, bruised,
crystal, pitch-black.

e  Sound: Howling, creaking,
deafening silence, snapping,
buzzing.

e  [Feeling: Sticky, bone-chilling,
suffocating, raw, blistering.

1720s Slang/Terms:

Ague: Fever/Illness (often
Malaria).

Sloop: A type of ship.
Hogshead: A large barrel (for
sugar or tobacco).

Musket: The standard
firearm.



Back to the directions

TNE ”OQTHEQN AMEQ‘CA” CGLGN'Es.’ Life here is a battle.

In the cities, you fight the cold; in the woods, you fight the wild. If you do not
respect the weather, you do not survive.

Select your location

WRITING HELP
HERE



The Great Nor'easter (Location:
Massachusetls)

The Scene: A massive winter
cyclone hits Boston. The wind
howls like a wolf, and the snow is
drifting against the door, higher
than your head.

The Impact: The harbor is frozen.
No ships can leave or arrive.
Firewood is running low, and the
poor are burning furniture to stay
warm.

Journal Prompt: You are trapped
inside. Describe the sound of the
wind rattling the windows. How do
you decide who gets to sit closest to
the fire¢ What happens when the
wood runs out?

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

Option B: The Silent Freeze
(Location: Quebec)

The Scene: The St. Lawrence
River has frozen solid. It is
beautiful but deadly. You are
cut off from France for the
next five months.

The Impact: You cannot
import food. You must survive
on what you have stored in the
root cellar.

Journal Prompt: Describe the
feeling of isolation. You are
eating salted pork and dried
peas for the 40th day in a row.
How does the boredom affect
your mind? What do you do to
keep from going crazy?

Back to the directions

Wwrintine HELP
HERE

Option C: The Mosquito Summer
(Location: Wisconsin)

The Scene: It is July. The heat
is thick and sticky, but the real
enemy is the air—it is filled
with millions of biting
mosquitoes.

The Impact: You cannot work
the fur trade without being
eaten alive. There is a fear of
"ague" (fever/malaria).

Journal Prompt: You are
sweating in heavy clothes
because you cannot expose your
skin. Describe the constant
buzzing sound. How do you
sleep? How does this misery
affect your trade negotiations?



Back to the directions

EVROPE: THE OLD WorLD: CROwDs, FILTH, AND

FOC‘ The cities are packed tight. Weather here isn't about survival against
nature—it's about how the weather messes up society, trade, and crime.

Select your location:

WRITING HELP
HERE



Back to the directions

WriTinG HELP
HERE

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

Option A: The "Pea-Souper” Fog

(Location: English City) Option C: The Scorching Siesta

Option B: The Frozen Canals . .
(Location: Spain or Portugal)

(Location: The Netherlands)

The Scene: A thick, yellow fog
mixes with coal smoke. You
literally cannot see your hand in
front of your face.

The Impact: Business stops.
Thieves and pickpockets are
everywhere, using the fog as
cover.

Journal Prompt: You are walking
home and hear footsteps behind
you, but you see nothing. Describe
the smell of the coal smoke. Are you
the victim, or are you the thief
using the fog to steal a wealthy
man’s purse?

The Scene: A deep freeze has
turned the canals to solid ice.
The barges that carry food and
fuel are stuck.

The Impact: Fuel shortages
mean cold homes, but the ice
also creates a highway for
skates and sleds.

Journal Prompt: Your usual job
on the boat is gone. Do you strap
on hone skates to deliver
messages? Describe the sound of
blades cutting across the ice.

The Scene: An unseasonable
heatwave hits Castile. The sun
is relentless. The city shuts
down from 12:00 PM to 4:00
PM.

The Impact: Only madmen
and foreigners travel at noon.
Everyone else is indoors.
Journal Prompt: 7/he heat
makes tempers short. Describe a
conflict that happens because
everyone is hot, tired, and
irritable. How does the cily wake
up again when the sun sets¢



Back to the directions

THE OOLDEN EMPIRE: HEAT, DUST, AND

MAUMI”S- Here, the land goes from steaming jungles to freezing mountain peaks in
just a few days of travel. The weather dictates when the silver moves and when the armies

march.

Select your location:

WRITING HELP
HERE



Company Name

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

Option A: The Rainy Season Deluge
(Location: Colombia)

The Scene: It has rained for
20 days straight. The
mountain paths have turned
into rivers of mud.

The Impact: Mules carrying
gold or supplies are slipping
off the cliffs. You are stuck in
a small village until the rain
stops.

Journal Prompt: Everything
you own is damp. Your leather
boots are molding. Describe
the sound of the constant rain
on the roof. How do you
protect your valuable cargo
from the water?

Option B: The Dry Season Dust
(Location: Mexico)

The Scene: The plains are
parched. The wind Kicks up
massive clouds of dust that
coat your lungs.

The Impact: Water is more
valuable than silver. Cattle are
getting thin.

Journal Prompt: You are
traveling with a caravan. You
have run out of water.
describe the sensation of the
dust in your throat. What
would you trade just for a
clean cup of water right now?

Back to the directions

WriminG HELP
HERE

Option C: The Volcano's Ash
(Location: Mexico City)

The Scene: Popocatépetl is
rumbling. A fine gray ash is
falling from the sky like snow,
but it is hot and smells like
sulfur.

The Impact: It covers the
crops and makes breathing
difficult. People are gathering
in the churches to pray.
Journal Prompt: Describe the
eerie darkness in the middle of
the day. How do you try to
keep the ash out of your
house? Do you view this as a
natural event or a punishment
from God?



Back to the directions

THE WEST TWDIES: PARADISE AND POISON

To the eye, this is the most beautiful place on Earth. But the sun burns skin in
minutes, the air rots food in hours, and the wind can flatten a city in a night.

WRITING HELP
HERE



Almanac

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

Option A: The "Doctor" Breeze (Location:
Jamaica)

The Scene: It is 2:00 PM. The
morning heat has been
unbearable, but suddenly, the
predictable trade wind (known
locally as "The Doctor") arrives
from the sea.

The Impact: The temperature
drops instantly. Mills can finally
grind sugar cane, and the
mosquitoes are blown away for a
few hours.

Journal Prompt: You have been
sweating and stagnant all morning.
Describe the physical feeling of
relief when the wind hits your face.
How does the mood of the
plantation change the moment "The
Doctor" arrives?

Option B: The Rotting Humidity
(Location: Cuba)

The Scene: It hasn't rained, but
the air is 100% water. Leather
boots grow green mold
overnight. Paper dissolves.
Wounds will not heal.

The Impact: Your supplies are
spoiling. The smell of rotting
fruit and swamp water is
everywhere.

Journal Prompt: You are trying
to write a letter or check your
inventory, but the ink is bleeding
on the damp paper. Describe the
smell of the air. How does this
constant dampness affect your
health or your patience

Back to the directions

WrimtinG HELP
HERE

Option C: The Eye of the Storm
(Location: Barbados)

The Scene: A hurricane is
halfway through. The winds
were screaming, but
suddenly... silence. The sun
comes out. You are in the "eye."
The Impact: This is a trap. You
have 30 minutes before the
winds return from the opposite
direction.

Journal Prompt: 7/e silence is
scarier than the noise. You step
outside to see the damage. What
is broken? How do you convince
others to go back inside when the
sky looks blue?

11



Back to the directions

77!5 OPEAI S-EA'.’ You are thousands of miles from land. The ocean here is not a

highway; it is a desert of water. The weather determines who lives and who dies.

WRITING HELP
HERE



Company Name

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

The Doldrums (The Calm)

The Scene: The ship has not
moved for two weeks. The sea
is like a mirror. The sails hang
dead on the masts. The sun
beats down without mercy.
The Impact: The water supply
is slimy and running out. The
heat below decks is becoming
lethal.

Journal Prompt: 7here is no
breeze to cool the ship. The heat
is suffocating. Describe the
tension among the crew as they
ration the water. What happens
when the sailors look at the sea
and see sharks following the
stationary ship¢

The Gale (The Storm)

The Scene: A violent Atlantic
storm hits. The waves are 30
feet high. The ship is tossing
like a toy.

The Impact: The Captain
orders the hatches (the doors
to the lower decks) to be nailed
shut to keep water out. This
cuts off the air supply to the
enslaved people below.
Journal Prompt: You are on
deck fighting the wheel, or you
are below decks in the dark.
Describe the terrifying sound of
the wood creaking and the waves
smashing the hull. ‘The air is
running out—how does the
atmosphere change?

Back to the directions

WrITING HELP
HERE

The Grey Fog

The Scene: A cold, dense fog
rolls over the ocean. You
cannot see the front of the ship
from the back. Everything is
damp and dripping.

The Impact: Sickness thrives
in the damp. "Flux" (dysentery)
begins to spread rapidly
through the crew and the
cargo.

Journal Prompt: 7%e fog
creates a sense of doom. You
cannot see the stars to navigate.
Describe the feeling of being lost
in the white mist. How does the
damp cold feel different than the
tropical heat, and why is it just
as dangerous?



Back to the directions

77!5 LA”DS' BE}’OAID: , Istanbul is the center of culture and trade. But the city

is built of wood, and the weather here does not just ruin clothes—it burns down
neighborhoods. The African Gold Coast is the hub of the global economy in the 1720s. Gold,
ivory, and enslaved people are traded here. The weather dictates when the ships can land and
when the armies can march. The Yongzheng Emperor sits on the throne. China is vast, ranging
from the frozen north to the tropical south. The weather controls the tea harvest and the flow
of the Grand Canal.

Istanbul
China
Gold Coast

WriTinG HELP
HERE



Company Name

_~ CHOOSE YOUR STTVATION

The Summer "Simoom" (The
Pestilence) Istanbul

The Scene: It is August. The heat is
suffocating and stagnant. There is no
breeze to clear the air.

The Impact: The heat makes the
garbage in the streets smell terrible.
People believe this "miasma" (bad air)
brings the Plague.

Journal Prompt: You are holding a
handkerchief soaked in vinegar to your
nose to block the smell. Describe the
oppressive heat. Why are the wealthy
fleeing the city for the country houses?

The Rainy Season (Malaria Time)
Gold Coast

The Scene: Torrential rains turn the
ground into deep mud. The forests
become steaming and impenetrable.

The Impact: Trade routes from the
interior are cut off. Water pools
everywhere, breeding clouds of
mosquitoes. "The Fever" begins to kill
both locals and Europeans.

Journal Prompt: You are stuck inside a
fort or a village hut. The rain beats on the
roof like a drum for days. Describe the
dampness and the fear of getting sick.
What happens to the food supplies?

Back to the directions

WrITING HELP
HERE

The Dust Storm (Location:
Beijing/North China)

The Scene: Spring winds from the
Gobi Desert carry yellow sand into the
capital city. The sky turns an eerie
orange.

The Impact: You cannot go outside
without covering your face. The dust
coats everything—the palace, the
food, the documents.

Journal Prompt: The Emperor’s city is
covered in yellow powder. Describe the
taste of the dust. How does this storm
make the already strict life in the capital
feel even more suffocating?



o WeITING HELP
E Xamp 16 - Back to the directions

HERE

Journal Entry: Jean-Pierre Dubois Date: September 14, 1724 Location: Saint Peter Parish, Barbados Weather: Approaching
Hurricane

God help us.

The sky has turned a terrible purple color, like a bruise. The air is so heavy and wet that it feels hard to breathe. I have only seen
the sky look like this once before, and I know what is coming. A hurricane is about to hit us.

My entire life is standing out there in the fields. The sugar cane is tall and ready to be cut next month. If the wind blows too hard,
the stalks will snap like dry twigs. If that happens, we lose everything. I won’t be able to pay the taxes to the British crown, and I
won’t have anything to leave to my children.

The storm forces me to make hard choices. I spent the last hour shouting orders to the overseers.I ordered the workers to take
shelter, but their cabins are made of weak wood and palm leaves. They will not stand a chance against a real storm. [ worry about
this—not just because they are people, but because if they are hurt or killed, who will harvest the sugar when the storm passes?
My wealth depends on their labor, and right now, the weather is threatening to take both away from me.

Inside the main house, things are different but just as scary. My wife, Marie, is trying to stay calm. She is sitting on the floor in the
hallway with our four children, praying with her rosary beads. Being French and Catholic in a British colony is already hard; the
neighbors don't like us. But today, the storm doesn't care if we are French or English.

[ have nailed boards over the windows. We are sealed in a dark box, waiting to see if the roof holds. The wind is starting to scream
now. I have to stop writing and go down to the cellar with my family. I hope the workers survive the night in their cabins. I hope
the sugar cane stands. If this book is found in the mud tomorrow, know that we tried to save what we could.



